
 
 

Minutes 
Moretown Selectboard 
Monday, June 15, 2026 

-Draft- 

 
Members Present:    Mike Brown, Tom Martin (Chair), Sam Rosenberg, Callie Streeter, Don Wexler 
Staff Present:   Cherilyn Brown, Town Clerk; Carol Chamberlin, Zoning Administrator 

Others Present:   Elizabeth Burt, Jack Byrne, Mike DeBonis (Finance Committee), Linda Hazard 
(Finance Committee), Peter Hourihan, Chris Stephenson, Cory Stephenson, Louisa Wilson 
 
Tom Martin called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.  The meeting was held in person at the Moretown 
Town Office and online via Zoom. 

 
Public Comment 
Louisa Wilson reported that the Morefest Committee is waiting on finalization of a fireworks contract 
for the event, which will be held on September 19. 
 
Finance Review Committee  
Mike DeBonis and Linda Hazard reported on a meeting held by the Finance Review Committee and the 
Town Hall Planning Committee.  Mike explained that, after discussing the Town Hall group’s proposal to 
hold a bond vote in November 2026 for financing Town Hall repairs and improvements, the Finance 
group is suggesting that a bond vote instead be held in March 2027, in order to develop a fuller 
understanding of the scope of work and the bond cost impacts on taxes, and knowing whether the grant 
recently applied for has been awarded.  He also outlined that the Finance Committee is working to fully 
understand the fiscal impacts of the flood-related road work which still needs to take place, and for 
which funding award information has not yet been clarified. 
 
Don indicated that delaying the vote would impact the construction timeline, potentially putting the 
work out to 2028 and causing the project cost to increase.  He spoke of the Town Hall group’s planning 
for a Phase 1 portion of the project, explaining that a bond vote for $500K to $600K, along with a capital 
campaign to raise another $200K to $300K, would allow for much of the critical work to be completed, 
regardless of whether the grant which has been applied for is awarded.  He noted that a decision to 
place the bond vote on the November ballot would need to be made by July 17. 
 
Cory Stephenson outlined that the Town Hall group has been working on these plans for several years, 
and has undertaken related community engagement.  She indicated that there may be a need to budget 
for deferred maintenance items in the general budget if other funding is not available for some of the 
work included in the project. 
Tom explained that, in the Board’s efforts to balance resources and what taxpayers are able to afford, a 
big piece of missing information is the level at which FEMA will be reimbursing the Town for some of the 
flood repair work still needed.  He outlined that the Board needs this information in order to have a 



complete discussion of large financial decisions before making decisions.  He confirmed that the Board 
would address necessary safety issues at the Town Hall, and asked that the Town Hall Committee bring 
detailed information regarding what would be included in the proposed Phase 1 effort to the Board’s 
July 6 meeting for further discussion. 
 
Members of the Finance Committee explained that they need to better understand the full implications 
of flood repair work and the Town Hall project, including the impacts on timing of the work related to 
either a November or March bond vote date, in order to provide any further recommendation to the 
Board. 

 
Policies Update  
Cherilyn outlined that the changes incorporated were based on auditor and VLCT recommendations, 
and were included in order to provide compliance with FEMA financial requirements.  Current Conflict of 
Interest and Purchase and Procurement Policies would be superseded by adoption of the new policy. 
Tom asked that Board members review the changes, and send any comments or questions to Cherilyn in 
advance of review at the July 6 Board meeting. 
 
Cherilyn indicated that she would also send links to Board members for financial tutorials, and noted 
that she had recently submitted four grant applications – two for North Moretown sidewalk work, one 
for fire gear, and one for the blower.   
 
The Compensation and Benefits Survey sent to towns was mentioned, and it was agreed that Sasha 
should work to complete this by the deadline. 
 
There was some discussion of the many meetings to be attended by Board members and/or Cherilyn, 
related to grants, project work, and other matters.  It was agreed that statutory information should be 
gathered and an exploration of what other towns have in place regarding aTown Administrator or Town 
Manager position. 
 
Lynch Hill Parcel 04-066.000  
Cherilyn confirmed that the property sale had been noticed on May 5, and that one request for 
information, but no proposal other than Rae Washburn’s, had been received.  The Board asked that Rae 
confirm that he would be paying property taxes due on the parcel and cover any other costs related to 
the sale, ensuring that the transaction would not incur any costs to the Town.  Cherilyn will distribute a 
copy of the Purchase and Sale Agreement to the Board and the Town’s attorney for review. 
 
Parking Ordinance 
Further discussion of this ordinance was postponed.  There was some discussion of the continued 
parking at the bottom of Pony Farm Road, and Don offered to meet with the residents of that house and 
ask them to provide potential solutions for consideration by the Board. 

 
Reports and Communications  
Board Member Roundtable 
Don noted that there was a sidewalk kickoff meeting scheduled for the next afternoon; it was confirmed 
that there were no known change orders associated with the project, and Don and Mike agreed to 
determine which of them would be able to attend the meeting. 
 

Don asked about the purpose of the upcoming Class Four Road and Legal Trail Committee; Tom 
explained it is to review the recently received request for a reclassification of a section of Class 
Four road, and that there may also be discussion of matters such as whether to eliminate the 
current A/B designation of those roads. 



 
Don asked if Lovers Lane residents were being regularly updated on items related to the 
potential work on that road; Tom confirmed that Rae Washburn keeps them apprised as 
information becomes available. 
 
Don raised the issue of local speed limit enforcement; it was agreed to have the Sheriff’s 
Department to a meeting to discuss this matter. 
 
Mike asked if a response should be provided to a recent post by a village resident regarding the 
change in mailboxes precipitated by the upcoming sidewalk work; it was noted that there are 
options other than those outlined in the post, and that Ken Robie has been in communication 
with the person who made the post.  Don noted that he planned to have a conversation with 
the resident. 
 
Tom noted that there is a conference call scheduled for Wednesday regarding the ongoing 
Frank Piazza legal matter, which he will attend. 
 
Tom reported that he had explored some road maintenance software, and that there is also a 
new application available from VLCT, for use by road crews and town personnel to create more 
efficiency in recording time spent on various projects.  He noted that adoption of such software 
may require that the Town provide road crew members with phones, and that he will send links 
to both applications to Board members so that they may review the options before discussion 
at the next Board meeting. 
 
Tom reported that he has heard from residents living near the Garage that there is early 
morning noise from the sand pit, and that work tasks/schedules will need to be sorted out with 
the crew to ensure that the summertime no noise before 7 am parameter is adhered to. 
 
Review Documents, Invoices, Warrants, and Minutes  
Warrants and other documents were approved and signed. 

 
MOTION:  The minutes of the June 1, 2026 meeting were amended and approved. 

 
Executive Session 
MOTION: A motion to find that premature general public knowledge would clearly place the public body 

or a person involved at a substantial disadvantage passed unanimously. 

 
MOTION:  A motion to enter Executive Session per 1 VSA §313(a)(1)(F) [Attorney-Client Communications] 

passed unanimously. 

 
The meeting entered Executive Session at 7:45 pm and returned to open session at 8:03 pm. 
 
No further action was taken by the Board. 

 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Chamberlin, ZA 


